Warli Art for Child Rights

MSSWS organised the Warli Art for Child Rights initiative from 24th May -1st June 2025 at
Modgaon Patilpada ZP School as a creative and culturally rooted approach to child rights
awareness. The programme used Warli art-a traditional tribal art form-to help children
understand, express, and advocate for their rights in a way that was meaningful and engaging.
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25 children participated in interactive sessions on the four pillars of child rights: Survival,
Development, Protection, and Participation. Through games, discussions, roleplays, short films,
and group activities, children explored issues such as education, safety, child labour, child
marriage, and gender equality.

In the second phase, facilitators from Mandira Art Hub introduced children to Warli art, its
history, symbols, and techniques. Children practiced sketching and connected real-life issues
from their villages to visual storytelling through Warli figures. These ideas were later
transformed into large murals painted on the school walls.

The final days focused on mural creation and presentation. Working in groups, children painted
powerful messages on the school walls, turning the campus into a space for learning, dialogue,



and community reflection. Teachers, parents, and community members engaged with the murals,
sparking conversations on child protection and well-being.

Key Outcomes

e Children developed a clear understanding of their rights and gained confidence to express
their views.

e Warli art was used as a tool for cultural advocacy and community awareness.

« The initiative strengthened leadership, teamwork, public speaking, and creative skills
among children.

e The murals now serve as permanent visual reminders promoting child rights within the
community.



Warli Art for Child Rights demonstrated how art and advocacy can come together to amplify
children’s voices. For MSSWS, this initiative marks an important step toward promoting
creative, child-led awareness programs across schools in the Dahanu block- where walls speak,
children lead, and communities listen.



